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Permafrost Knowledge Path 
 
 
5   Identifying intact and relict rock glaciers 
 
 
Solutions: 
 
 
Characteristics of intact and relict rock glachiers 
 
Characteristics intact relict 
The surface is distinctly devided into 
furrows and ridges. 

YES YES* 

The margin of the rock glacier is 
formed by a steep high slope. 

YES NO 

The surface of the rock glacier is 
dominated by large blocks. 

YES NO** 

On the rock glacier there are areas 
with vegetation cover. 

NO YES 

In the vicinity of the rock glacier a 
close vegetation cover exists. 

NO YES 

 

 
Annotations 

* On relict rock glaciers furrows and ridges usually are 
more pronounced than on intact ones. 
** On one of the relict rock glaciers there are only 
single large blocks. 

 


