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Permafrost Knowledge Path 
 
 
8   Rock glaciers versus streams of lava 
 
 
Solutions: 
 

1. Rock Glaicer: 46°56'40''N, 12°40'13''E 
Lava Flow: 28°16'42''N, 16°41'23''W  

 
2. There are about 5 rock glaciers and about 20-30 

lava streams visible. 
 

3. The lava streams start from a common source area 
(i. e. a fissure from which the lava flew out), the rock 
glaciers on the other hand creep down from different 
cirques. These are covered by debris cones at the 
base of steep rock faces. 

 
4. The surface structures of lava streams are less 

pronounced than of rock glaciers (which are 
characterized by a marked sequence of furrows and 
ridges). Some lava streams have longitudinal ridges 
along both lateral margins. 

 
5. Lava streams as well as rock glaciers are delimited 

by a steep frontal slope to the surrounding area. 
 

6. Subjective answer 
 
 
 


