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Knowledge Path Permafrost 
 
 
12  Permafrost und Snow 
 
Permafrost occurs in areas, where due to the prevailing 
low temperatures, snow fall and long-lasting snow cover 
count to the typical environmental conditions. The series 
of aerial photographs shows intact rock glaciers in 
Weißenkar in the Schobergruppe (Hohe Tauern, Austria) 
in four different years, but in each case at times between 
midsummer and early autumn. 
 
Material:  
Aerial Photographs, writing utensils 
 
Task: 

1. Describe the snow distribution in a few words! 
Which parts are snow covered, which are snow-
free? Try to find an explanation.  

 
2. Look at the Pictures! Is there a big difference in the 

distribution of the snow patches? 
 

3. Why is there still so much snow on the rock glacier 
in the summer months? 
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Aerial Photographs: Blockgletscher, Weißenkar, Scho bergruppe 


