Permafrost Knowledge Path

8 Rock glaciers versus streams of lava

Use Google Earth an search for the area Schober
mountains (Hohe Tauern range, Eastern Tyrol, Austria)
and of the vulcano Pico Viejo, a lateral volcanic cone of
Pico de Teide, the highest peak of Spain (Tenerife,
Canary Islands).

You will probably be able to easily recognize

Material:
Google Earth, Aerial Photographs

Tasks:
1. Insert the following coordinates in Google Earth:
4656'40"N, 1240'13"E — zoom out 1km
28°16'42"N, 1641'23"W — zoom out 2km

A Tip: You can insert the coordinates in the menu
“search” — “fly to” (on the left site). If the menu does
not appear go to: “View” — “sidebar”.

On the right appears a navigation bar. If not go to:
“View” — “Navigation”. Now you can zoom and move
in the picture.

There is a scale on the left bottom of the window, if
not go to: “View” — “Scale”.

Which picture shows the volcanic and which the
periglacial landscape — you will probably be able to
reconize this easily ;-).



2.Look at the upper margins of the lava streams and
of the rock glaciers! From where do lava streams
and from where do rock glaciers “start”?

3.Now observe the surface structures of the lava
streams and of the rock glaciers! Which differences
can you see?

4.Look at the lower ends of the lava streams and of
the rock glaciers! Which common features can you
see?

5.What represents the (former) movement better in
your opinion? Lava streams or rock glaciers?
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