Permafrost Knowledge Path

5 Identifying intact and relict rock glaciers

When the ice of intact rock glaciers melts out due to a
warming climate (permafrost-degradation), relict rock
glaciers, which do not move any more, come into
existence.

Material:
Photographs, writing-case

Tasks:

Two pairs of photographs — two showing intact (5A, 5B)
and two relict rock glaciers (5C, 5D) — are available.
Look at these photographs exactly and fill in the table
with YES or NO.

Characteristics of intact and relict rock glachiers

Characteristics Intact relict

The surface is distinctly devided into
furrows and ridges.

The margin of the rock glacier is
formed by a steep high slope.

The surface of the rock glacier is
dominated by large blocks.

On the rock glacier there are areas
with vegetation cover.

In the vicinity of the rock glacier a
close vegetation cover exists.
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