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Permafrost Knowledge Path 
 
 
2   Permafrost and Vegetation 
 
Within the Alps the following rule of thumb can be 
applied: areas of dense vegetation cover are not 
underlain by discontinuous permafrost. Thus you can 
estimate the possible distribution of discontinuous 
permafrost with the help of a vegetation map. 
 
Material: 
School atlas, transparencies, writing-case 
 
Tasks: 

1. Take a map of natural vegetation (i. e. vegetation 
without human impact) in your school atlas and 
consider the legend: Which of the indicated plant 
formations can be used for estimating the 
distribution of discontinuous permafrost? 

 
2. Put one of the enclosed transparencies onto the 

map und draw a map of potential distribution of 
discontinuous permafrost! 

 
3. Inscribe the largest areas of potential discontinuous 

permafrost, with the names of the mountain ranges 
in which they are located (e.g. Hohen Tauern)! If 
you do not know them just search for them in your 
atlas! 

 
 


