Knowledge Path

11 Permafrost and Changes in Landscape

The melting of permafrost can lead to the destabilization
rocks and mountain peaks. In Figure 1 we see the
mountain “Mittlerer Burgstall (2933 m)” in the “Glockner
group” (Hohe Tauern, Austira) on 9/21/2006. The ice
surrounding the mountain is part of the “Pasterze”,
Austria’s, largest glacier. Picture shows the same motif a
year later (9/20/2007)

Material:
Picture 1 and 2, transparencies, writing-case

Task:
1. What has changed in the landscape?

2. What could be the cause of the visible changes?

3.Look at the pictures! What can be the reason for
permafrost on the “Mittlerer Burgstall”?

4.Draw in the picture of 2007 the contour of the
mountain peak from the picture of 2006. Use a
transparency.

5.The mountain overtops the surrounding glacier
areas about 100 m. Estimate the height of the
collapsed rock mass.



 Picture 1

Picture 2




