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Knowledge Path 
  
 
9   Permafrost and People in High Mountains  
 
The excerpts from the “aerial photo map of the eastern 
Tauernmassiv” 1:40.000, made by the Institute of 
Geography, University of Klagenfurt (Seger 1991) shows 
parts of the “Ankogelgruppe” in “false colour”, where the 
vegetation appears in red. Once you get used to it, you 
can discover interesting details in the map. 
 
Task: 

1. Which land types pictured in the legend (Picture 3) 
indicate permafrost? 

 
2. Take a look at the potential areas of permafrost and 

search for tourist facilities. You have to look very 
close, because there are only a few! (Picture 1 and 
2)  

 
3. Search for buildings and facilities of the energy 

industry! Are they in potential permafrost areas 
(Picture 1 and 2) 

 
4. Try to explain, why human interventions are so rare 

in permafrost areas.   
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Picture 1 
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Picture 2 
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 Picture 3:  


